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21 See also: Larry Lessig, “For the Love of Content: Google, Copyright, and Our Future,” The New Republic, January 26, 2010, online at:  
http://www.tnr.com/article/the-love-culture

senting thousands of dollars of investment and possible payouts 
for producers, directors, cinematographers, cameramen, photog-
raphers, film and video editors, writers of scripts, writers of songs, 
writers of music, actors, singers, musicians, dancers, choreogra-
phers, narrators, animators, and puppeteers, whole other worlds 
of content from music and book publishing and the film business 
who may have sold or otherwise licensed rights to the produc-
tion, and then too the dozens, sometimes hundreds, of artists, 
designers, engineers, and others who helped to make productions 
complete the journey from idea to finished work. 

These creators and producers often have business contracts 
describing the compensation and credits they receive and the 
rights they have licensed to their work for specific media uses 
(television, radio, DVD, online, for example) and, still, even in this 
broadly networked world, autonomous “territories” (such as North 
America). They often will be represented by unions and guilds who 
engage in collective bargaining with networks and producers to 
determine pay scales and equity participation on behalf of their 
members. Many of the classic films and television programs that 
we know as our common cultural reference points are governed 
by contracts that can be several decades old—“heavily guilded” 
agreements, concluded well before the advent of the Internet. In 
order to put this material online—to say nothing of available for 
download and reuse—we have to work through these rights agree-
ments with the owners and producers of the content.

VIDEO “THE ANATOMY OF A VIDEO CLIP,” PRODUCED BY INTELLIGENT TELEVISION, 2010 21
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As of August 
2010, Wikipedia 
is accepting video 
clips up to 2 minutes 
long that are up to 
100 megabytes in 
size to complement 
current text articles. 
These clips should 
made available 
for liberal reuse—
with permissions 
for download and 
remix—and in open 
technology formats 
(a conversion process 
that Wikipedia is now 
able to automate).

14 http://usability.wikimedia.org/wiki/Multimedia:Hub

All that is now about to change. With the investment of public 
and charitable foundations (including the Ford Foundation and 
Mozilla), private underwriters (including the video technology 
firm Kaltura), and sister organizations, the Wikipedia community 
has been developing open-source technologies and know-how to 
enable video to be welcomed as a true new medium for the site in 
2010. The addition of video to Wikipedia is an ambitious project, 
with the goal of facilitating video editing in ways that are as intui-
tive as editing a text article is today.

The transition to a more media-rich encyclopedia, and the devel-
opment of video tools for the site, will happen over time. As of 
September 2010, Wikipedia is accepting video clips that are up 
to 100 megabytes in size to complement current text articles. 
These clips should made available for liberal reuse—with permis-
sions for download and remix—and in open technology formats (a 
conversion process that Wikipedia is now able to automate). Soon, 
editing and annotation, tagging, and hyperlinking technologies will 
be present to enable videos to be edited online—and edited collab-
oratively—with the same facility as text is today.14 

As these doors open, universities, museums, libraries, and 
archives naturally are invited to add media that in turn adds to 
knowledge online. 

PHOTO The HTML5 media sequencer, jointly developed by Kaltura and Wikimedia and currently in testing, enables users 
to stitch openly-licensed assets into long-form video entries. This browser-based collaborative editing holds tremendous 
potential for archival reuse and new media education. (User Mdale CC-BY-SA 3.0)
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